246 With bitterness and disgust in his voice he went on,
"From my windows in the General Staff building I see
the statue of Jozef Poniatowski who perished in the mire
of the river at Leipzig. I am dragged down into the mire—
mire is the symbol of Poland's treatment of her leaders/''
(This was fortunately only a temporary feeling of de-
spondency. In a few years Pilsudski was to be a striking
exception to the rule that Poland never appreciates her
great men until after their deaths.)
The Sejm passed a resolution that "Jozef Pilsudski,
both as Chief of State and as commander-in-chief, has
rendered meritorious service to the nation." It was a
gesture—words only. They voted him a pension—about
three thousand dollars a year. He would not accept it
for himself, but paid it over to the endowment fund of
the University of Wilno.
Before he left Warsaw, his friends and admirers or-
ganized a banquet in his honor. They drank his health
and waited eagerly for his speech. It was no recital of
his personal grievances, but the frank expression of his
opinions of Polish public life and the motives for his
retirement.
"I do not in the least wish to make an impression of
tragedy," his speech ended. "I only wish to state that here
is filth, and that it is given honor and power in Poland.
I wish to say that if Poland succeeded in reforming the
republic in the first period, it began subsequently to fall
back into its old habits and that great efforts are necessary
to restore Poland again to the path of reform."
Then he added, with a touch of pathos, "For myself,
gentlemen, I ask you to remember me. I ask for a long,
long rest so that I may breathe the air, so that I may be
as free as you, and gay as were the comrades of the First
Brigade who by their labor secured me my greatest
honors."
"Were Ms opponents afraid of his strength? of his
genius? They wanted the old Poland of many parties.
He wanted a strong Poland which could be built only on
a strong government with a strong Sejm. But politically
the people were not yet ready to grapple with great prob-

